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OF MAGNESIA’ 


Commence fighting mouth acid to- 
night. Get a tube of Phillips’ Dental 
Magnesia and clean your teeth with it 
each night and morning. Then you i 
feel the difference ; no more morning 
mouth: no more stale breath. Instead 
vou'll have teeth which look clean, 
feel clean, are clean; a sweet mouth 
to give new zest to smoking. A mouth 
that will say Good morning! and 

eynean it. 


Sold everywhere. 
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Children love its delicious taste. 
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acid stomach, and relieves acute 

gastric pain, in almost as little time 

as it takes to tell. For stomach 

troubles, indigestion, flatulence, 

heartburn, sick headache and acidity; . 
tor furred tongue, nausea and upset 

stomach caused by foods that dis- 

agree, there is no finer remedy the 
world over than ‘ Milk of Magnesia.’ 
The relief it gives is marvellous — 
instantaneous ! And remember ‘ Mille 
of Magnesia ’ is absolutely harmless. 
It does its wonderful work by assist 
ing nature. It neutralizes the harme 
ful acids and gently eliminates the 
fermenting poisons from the system, 
Doctors prescribe it extensively. 


Next time you have indigestion take 
* Milk of Magnesia “ as directed. You 
will be delighted at the comfort it 
brings. Get either the liquid pre- 
paration or the remarkable new 
‘Milk of Magnesia’ brand Tablets, 
They're delightful to take and. you 
can carry them in your pocket or 
purse. Each tablet is equal to a teae 
spoonful of the liquid. 

Obtainable everywhere. 
‘Milk of Magnesia’ 1/3 and 2/6 (Treble 
Size). Also ‘Milk of Magnesia’ Tablets 
| 6d., 1/-, 2/- and 3/6. 


“MILK oF 
MAGNESIA’ 


te ‘Milk of Magnesia’ is the trade math df 
Phillsts’ orebaration of Magnesia. 
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Ulster J cing of Arms, 
Ancient Office To Be 
Wound-up Here 


Tre last relic of British rule in the twenty-six 
counties. will shortly disappear with the Siadine- 
up of the 400-year-old office of the Ulster King of 


Arms, Within about a month the office will cease to 
function under its present direction. 


Its chief, Mr. Thomas U. Sadleir, 
who has been acting Ulster King 
of Arms since -Sir Nevile Wilkin- 
son’s death in 1940, holds this office 
by Royal appointment and ranks as 
one of King George’s Household. He 
will probably be transferred to the 
staff of the College of Heralds in 
Londen, and the valuable papers and 
documents and the unique Heraldic 
Museum which he has under his care 
in his office in Dublin Castle will be 
transferred to the care of an Irish 
State Department. 


COATS OF ARMS 

The creation of the office in 1552, 
in the reign of Edward VI., is 
associated with a _ remarkable 
example of how the Department of 
Finance mentality has persisted 
throughout the ages. In the middle 
of the 16th century, it is said, a case 
was successfully made that the work 
of the Ireland King of Arms (who 
was an English official) in granting 
patents to wear arms had become 
too heavy, and it was proposed that 
several Kings of Arms be appointed 
to function in Ireland. Owing to 
Treasury resistance only one, the 
Ulster King of Arms, was appointed 
to start with. But after close on 400 
years the number of Kings of Arms 
in Ireland was never increased. 

Over that period the rights to 
wear and display coats of arms “in 
Ireland were obtained hy letters 
patent issued by that office, acting 
on the Royal authority. The 
originals of all these grants are in 
charge of the office, and they con- 
tain much valuable information 
about Irish and Anglo-Irish families. 
This work of authorising coats of 


Dr. Spellman to 
Visit Ireland 


Cardinal MacRory, who invited 


the Archbishop of New York, the 


Most Rev. Dr. Spellman, to visit 
Ireland, has received a communirca- 
tion from the Archbishop, in which 
Dr. Spellman states that he will 
Junch with the Dardinal in Armagh 
on the lat or 2nd April. 

The American Minister in Dublin, 
Mr. David (Gray, invited Dr. 
Spellman te come to Dublin during 
his Jrish visit, and Dr. Spellman has 
rephed that, if possible, he will 
avail himself of the Minister’s 
invitation 


Easter Travelling 


_...... .dickets 


Intending travellers to and from 
Ireland this Easter must have sailing 
tickets or they will not be allowed 
rail and steamer tickets. Exit 
permits will be necessary. The 
periods affected are between April 8 
and May 1, inclusive, for travel from 
Britain to Ireland, and between 
April 26 and May 15, inclusive, for 
the other direction. 


arms has continued up to the 
present, the charge for a patent 
being £16, as against the Eng- 
lish College of Heralds’ charge of 
£72. The office also contains other 
valuable books and papers such as 
a manuscript treatise on heraldry 
bearing the date 1346, and several 
collections of family papers relating 
to prominent Irish families, which 
would be of great -value to those 
engaged on genealogical research. 


MR. SADLEIR 


Mr. Sadleir, who is at present in 
charge of the office, is a son of the 
late Rev. Francis Sadleir, great- 
grandson of Provost Sadleir of 


Relics of the Knights of St. 
Patrick in the College of Arms 
Office, Castle Yard. 


Trinity College, who was Provost 
from 1857 to 1851, and great-great- 
grandson of the Thomas Sadleir, 
who was associated with the United 
Irishmen in their Parliamentary 
Reform days. As an undergraduate 
at Trinity in the early 1900’s, Mr. 
‘Sadleir used to do occasional re- 
search at the King of Arms office, 
as he had become interested in 
heraldry through the study of 
old -book-plates, After graduating at 


Trinity he was called to’ the Bar im 


1906, and seven years later entered 
the Ulster King of Arms office as 
an assistant, He expects that under 
the new arrangement he will be 
able to reside in Ireland in the 
intervals between his spells of duty 
in London. 

Mr. Sadleir is a Vice-President of 
the Society of Genealogists and a 
member of the Atheneum Club. 
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The latest in 


At Loft: semi bowler 


added attraction 
Spring Outfit. 

good quality 

with all-over 

and smart bow to side. 


In all popular 14/11 


Shades. Mode- 
rately priced at 


At Left: Youthful bon- 

net shape in 
fine: Fur . Felt, with com- 
fortable fitting crown, 
neatly trimmed with corded 
ribbon and bow at back. 
Obtainable in black, navy, 
brown .and wine. Very 
keenly priced at 


5/- 


Minister’ é 
Drink Bill 
Proposal 


PROPOSAL that a conference 
A should be held between the 
Dail and Senate on the 


the Houses in. regard to verta.u 
amendments to the tntoxicating 
Liquor Bill, will appear on the 
Order Paper of the Dail for to-day. 
Tt will be moved by the Minister 
for Justice, Mr. Gerald Boland. 

A new Bill for the drainage of 
the Fergus river will be introduced. 
Other items on the Order Paper are 
the Accidental Fire Bill, second 
stage; the Creamery Acquisition 
Bill, second stage; the Landlord and 
Tenant Bill, committee stage, and 
the Dublin’ Pawnbrokers Bill; 
second stage, 

Messrs. Norton and Davin will 
address queries to the Minister for 
Industry and Commerce concerning 
the speech of Mr. P. Reynolds 
at the recent. meeting of the Great 
Southern Railways Company, in 
which he referréd to the proposed 
reconstruction or reorganisation of 
the company, and suggesting an 
increase in rates and fares. . Mr, 
Davin will ask that such reconstruc- 
tion, being a matter of vital public 
concern, will be undertaken only by 
the authority of the Oireachtas. 


“Masters in 
Own House”: 
—Mr. Lemass 


Fianna Fail claimed to have 
striven successfully to repair the 
damage ot centuries of alien rule 
and ten years of Fine Gael in- 
activity, said- Mr. Lemass, Minister 
for Supplies, at a Fianna Fail meet- 
ing in Crumlin, Dublin, last night. 
They had made the people of the 
twenty-six counties again masters of 
their own house and established a 
basis of organised national life on 
which all sections could agree, 

Fianna Fail had found the 
country’s agriculture in a desperate 
condition. ‘They had saved the 
dairy industry and the bacon in- 
dustry and had increased tillage by 
$00,000 acres. They had established 
over 100 new industries, with 
nearly 1,000 new factories and work- 
shops employing 51,000 workers. 
They had provided 132,870 dwell- 
ings, as well as providing 42,500 
new land holdings and acquirin 
105,000 acres for afforestation anc 


planting 60,000 acres. Fianna Fail 


Assistance Scheme and the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Pensions Scheme and 
provided £11,250,000 for public 
works giving work to the unem- 
ployed. Every department of the 
Fianna Fail Government would bear 
examination. 


Special Powers 
for Stormont 


After it had been described as ‘‘a 
measure designed to rescue the dying 
embers of sectarian bitterness and 
rally the Government followers,”’ the 
bill to amend the Special Powers 
Act received a second reading in 
the Northern Ireland Senate 
yesterday. 

Mr. McAllister, Nationalist, said 
that it undermined the Magna 
Charta. Some of the members of 
the Government had run guns. Was 
the bill to be made retrospective, and 
were those who had run guns to be 
made liable to fourteen years’ penal 
servitude ? 

Maintaining that 99 per cent. of 

the internees were Roman Catholics, 
Mr. McLaughlin complained that 
there were no Roman Catholics on 
the Advisory Committee. He was 
anxious to have law and order, but 
that bill would not help towards 
harmony. 
_ Mr. Joseph Cunningham said that 
it should be remembered that the 
law-breakers 
Catholic policemen and tied Roman 
Catholic young men to lamp-posts. 
Protestants were not the only suf- 
ferers. There was a war on, a life- 
and-death struggle, and law-breakers 
could not be allowed to play the 
game of the enemy, who possibly 
were financing them. If these law- 
breakers were in Germany or Italy 
they would not be tried, but would 
be put against a wall. : 


Liffey W ater Scheme 


Survey 


Beíore finally deciding on the 
Liffey water supply scheme, Dublin 
Corporation engineers considered the 
possibility of linking up Lough Dan 
by tunnel to augment the present 
supply from the Vartry. This was re- 
vealed by Mr. R. M. Young, B.A.I., 
A.M.LC.E.I., last night, when hé 
gave a detailed account of the Liffey 
scheme since its inception to members 
of the Geographical Society of Ire- 
land at 19 Dawson street, Dublin. 

Mr, Young explained that the 
main Poulaphouca dam was merely 
re-creating a lake which existed in 
the Glacial Age. Unlike the Vartry 
system, which was carried by pipe- 
line under considerable pressure, 
water leaving the Liffey scheme 
flowed for twelve miles through a 
special concrete aqueduct, so per- 
fectly constructed that there was 
only a drop of one in every- 1,200 
feet. At several points on the aque- 
duct’s course the water was 


phoned 
across valleys under pressure by 
special 48-inch diameter pipes. . 

At Rathcoole, owing to the topo- 
graphy of the country, the aqueduct 
was replaced by a pipeline system to 
the city. As the service reservoir at 
Tallaght was to be completely roofed 
by concrete, the water would be in no 
danger of contaminatjon between the 
time it left the filter beds until it 
came from the household tap. The 
lining of the pipes inside and outside 
with bitumen had eliminated the 
danger of corrosion. Linking up the 
pipeline system was a special cable 
by means of which valves were 
operated from the city. 


St. Nazaire Bombed 


|. The. Royal Air Force kept up 


their round-the-clock offensive on 


Monday night with another= hea 
{attack on the U-boat base at 5 
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BRIDGEHEAD THROUGH | 


_ MARETH POSITIONS - 
Outflanking Threat in South 


66 THE Fighth Army has established a bridgehead through the main enemy 
| positions in the Mareth Line,*’ according to an official dispatch trans- 
mitted from General Eisenhower's headquarters by Associated Press last night. 
Shortly before the dispatch was received, Reuter had announced that 
General Montgomery's troops, having pierced the line, were streaming forward 


to bring Marshal Rommel’ 


s main forces to action. 


‘Simultaneously, from Northern Tunisia, it was reported that the First 
Army had re-captured Nefza station, west of Djebel Abiod. 

In the South, a '- famous British force '' has out-flanked the Mareth Line 
on the landward side, and is within 10 miles of El Hamma, while in Central 
Tunisia the Axis commander has launched a fierce armoured attack against the 
Americans advancing from E] Guettar. 


The Eighth Army has hacked a 
path through a complicated system 
of trenches and machine-gun nests, 
to over-run the most forward parts 
of the Mareth Line, said Reuter’s 
Special’ Correspondent at Allied 

eadquarters, North Africa, yester- 
day. Fierce fighting is continuing 
all along the six-mile front. Marshal 
Rommel’s defences have been hy- 
passed by a famons British force, 
which has swung round their inland 
flank, where it rests on the Matmata 
hills. Latest reports say that this 
force now is Anke ten miles south- 
west of El Hamma, and is striking 
towards the sea at Gabes, twenty 
miles to the east. 

Fifty miles to the north American 
troops have occupied Maknassi, on 
the South Tunisia cross-country rail- 
way, and their patrols have now 
reached the high ground a few miles 
east of the town. This new advance 
of 20 miles in two days has narrowed 
Marshal Rommel’s ““ escape ”’ 
corridor northward to less than 40 
miles. 

In their main frontal assault, 
General Montgomery’s forces occu- 
pied a series of strong points, 
roughly five miles north-east of 
Mareth village, early yesterday 
morning. They had to overcome a 
stiff obstacle in crossing the Wadi 
Zigzaou, running north-east to the 
sea, south of the village. The 
Germans launched a strong counter- 
attack, but the Eighth Army 
hurled it back. This attack, 
presumably, yielded a fair num- 
ber of the 1,700 Axis prisoners 
captured up to midday yesterday. 
The Germans are fighting back very 
strongly, but the British assault is 
undoubtedly making headway. 

According to latest reports from 
the Eighth Army, the Axis prisoners 
taken now number more than 3,000, 
‘including both Germans and Italians. 


OUT-FLANKING FORCE 


The force now advancing towards 
Gabes, after outflanking the Mareth 
defences, employed a manceuvre 
frequently used in the Western 
desert. Montgomery sent a column 


northwards of the western slopes of 


the Matmata Hills, which form the 
inland buttress of the prepared 
Mareth positions. By late evening 
on Sunday this force, which includes 
tanks, had attacked an Axis position 
south-west of El Hamma. At dawn 
yesterday (Monday) it had made 
gaps through the minefields and 
crossed: the anti-tank ditches. By 
about midday it had reached a point 
only 10 miles south-west of El 
Hamma. 


As no surprise was possible, Ger- : 


man troops were in the area to meet 
it. Hard fighting is going on. 


AIR ATTACK 


South of El Hamma aircraft of «he 
Western Desert Air Force are pound- 
ing Axis tanks and armoured cars. In 
fierce attacks yesterday direct hits 
were scored on thirty-two tanks, at 
least nine of which were detsroye. 
Eighth Army bombers have been 
hitting at Axis concentrations 
between the Mareth Line and 


| Katena, to the south-east of Gabes, 


NEFZA RE-TAKEN 


The British First Army has re- 
captured Nefza station, about two 
miles north-west of Djebel Abiod, 
said Reuter’s Special Correspondent 
yesterday, It was here that Von 
Arnim’s troops had seized positions 


Cattle Not to be 
“Carriage Paid” 


The recent proposal that all cattle 
exported from this country to 
Britain should be ‘‘ carriage paid ” 
before leaving, which caused diffi- 
culty for cattle traders, has been 
dropped. This announcement was 
made by the secretary of the Irish 
Live-Stock Exporters’ and Traders’ 
Association at a meeting of fhe 
Association last night. He stated 
that Mr. F. R. Reid, secretary, Irish 
and English Traffic Conference, had 
sent an intimation to this effect, 

The Chairman (Mr. John Carroll) 
said that they were very glad that 
there was not going to be any 
change in the position. In regard 
to the veterinary examination of 
cattle at North Wall, a reply was 
received from the Minister for Agri- 
culture to the letter from the 
Association, which stated that he 
saw no reason to believe that the 
shipment of animals had been dis- 
allowed on any grounds which were 
unreasonab's or unwarranted. It 
was agreed to bring the matter 
before he National Ixecutive, 

The Association decided to ask 
the Minister for Supplies to receive 
a deputation to discuss the question 
of the -extension of the mileage of 
taxi and hackney cars for members 
of the trade. e Chairman said it 
would be very useful if the niileage 
were extended to ninety miles, 


Ear Blight Menace 


Ear blight on wheat and its 
incidence in the last few years 
formed the subject of a lecture by 
Robert. McKay, Lecturer in 
Plant Pathology, U.C.D., at a 
Scientific Meeting of the R.D.S. in 
Le sheaónn AR, First, dis- 
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threatening the important Djebel 
Abiod road junction in a week-end 
thrust. Nefza station is in British 
hands again as the result of a 
general counter-attack, aimed at 
removing the German threat, which 
was. assuming a serious character 
with the approach of the full moon. 
Other British troops fought their 
way back against heavy odds to 
the top of the Djebel Dahra height, 
three miles north-west of Djebel 
Abiod, but after hard fighting they 
had to withdraw again\—(Reuter.) 

Reuter’s correspondent last night 
stated that the Germans\launched a 
strong counter-attack with their. 
armour against the American forces 
in El -Guettar this morning. El 
Guettar is fifteen miles south-east 
of Gafsa. From it one road 
branches north-east to the coast, 
running just south of Sened, and 
another runs south-east to El 
Hamma. Earlier semi-official “re- 
ports stated that the Americans had 
made little progress in ’this sector, 
though they had extended their lines 
towards the south. 

The German counter-attack looks 
like a determined effort to prise 
apart the jaws of the trap closing 
round them. © Night reports said 
that the situation was well in hand 


GERMAN COMMENT 


The German Radio, two hours 
after the announcement of the 
Kighth Army’s break-through, 
claimed that the '' Axis forces have 
clearly won the first round in the 
coastal region of Southern Tunisia.’’ 
It added :—‘‘ Armoured forces of 
the Eighth Army tried to take the 
Axis troops on the flant. by break- 


ing through the first line of forti- 
fications of the Mareth position. 
They were driven back with heavy 
losses. Strong formations of the 
Luftwaffe took part in the defensive 
battle, 

Captain Ludwig Sertorius, German 
News Agency Military Correspon- 
dent,’ said last night that the 
battle - continued with unabated 
violence,” with the British and 
Americans attacking with very 
strong forces. 

The German Radio stated late 
last night that masses of British 
infantry and tanks attacked the 
Mareth Line on the whole front 
between the Matmata Hills and the 
coast. ‘* Violent fighting developed, 
sometimes at the point of the 
bayonet, as the Eighth Army tried 
to envelop both wings,” it said. 
“All ‘British efforts failed in face 
of strong Axis resistance. Fresh 


¢¢ 


British attempts to get round the: 


back of the Matmata Hills to take 
Romnel from the rear were similarity 
frustrated. The enemy formations 
suffered severe losses. Details are 
not yet available.’’—(Reuter.) 
Small and locally restricted Axis 
counter-attacks during the past two 
months had caused ' much _ con- 
fusion”’ in the Anglo-American 
tactical plan, he claimed. ‘‘ This 
forced the enemy command again 
and again to postpone the date for 
the general offensive, which was to 
be decisive. But to-day, after this 
general offensive has heen started, 
the situation in North Tunisian 
coastal area is by no means such 
as to enable General Anderson to 
march forthwith with the First Army 
to Bizerta and Tunis.’’—(Rceuter.) 


BACON 


Bacon wholesalers and retailer 
will get five per cent. more bacon 
in April, an Zrish Times reporter | 
learned yesterday. Next month 
shopkeepers will be entitled to 
40 per cent. of their basic figures, ~ 
but, because there are five week- 
ends in the month, supplies will 
have -to go further, and. the 
demand may be greater. 


Requiem For 
Cardinal Hinsley 


Six thousand people, including 
representatives of kings and rulers, 
archbishops and bishops, Cabinet 
Ministers, M.P.s, representatives of 
Churches and international bodies, 
crowded Westminster Cathedral 
yesterday for the Requiem Mass for 
Cardinal Hinsley, Archbishop of 
Westminster. 

The Pope, in a telegram, ex- 
pressed his profound grief and re- 
called the late Cardinal’s devoted 
leadership in many important posts. 

The private interment in St. 
Joseph’s Chapel will be attended 
enly by the Cardinal’s ielatives, his 
Court and the Metropolitan Cathedral 
Chapter. 

The Lord Mayor of Dublin has 
received a message from the Bishop 
of Lamus in reply to his message of 
condolence on the death of Cardinal 
Hinsley. 


Eire and Jew 
Refugees 


Moving a resolution yesterday in 
the House of Lords, that the Govern- 
ment be assured of the fullest sup- 
port of the House for immediate 
measures to provide help and tem- 
porary asylum to Jews who were 
able to leave Axis-occupied countries, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury said: 

‘‘ Some of us have wondered how 
far the possibility has been con- 
sidered of receiving any considerable 
number, particularly children, into 
Eire, and whether the Government 
there has been consulted about this.’’ 


Mr. Churchill 


Exonerates Son 


Mr. Churchill was cheered in the 
House of Commons yesterday when 
he rose to answer points raised about 
a letter which his son, Major 
Randolph Churchill, M.P., Preston, 
had written to a newspaper, 

The questioner, Mr. Aneurin Bevan 
(Lab., Ebbw Vale), was accused by 
Miss Rathbone (Ind\, English Uni- 
versities) of ‘‘ venomous dislike of 
the Prime Minister, execrable bad 
taste and feline malice.” 

Mr, Churchill explained that the 
letter had been passed by the officer 
entitled to pass it, and, so far as the 
“member for Preston’’ was con- 
cerned, there was no case against 
him for having committed an 
irregularity. 


POPE’S HEALTH 
IMPROVING 


An official Vatican communiqué 
on the Pope’s condition last night 
states: ‘‘The illness is taking a 
normal course. This mcrning the 
temperature, had fallen, and the 
Pope's general condition — has 
improved. “On his doctor’s advice, 
hs will, however, keep to his bed 
at least to-day. Throughout his 
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Russian 
Report of 
Success 


BIG German effort to outflink 
A a Russian column moving 
towards Smolensk from the 
South-East has failed, says a Reuter’s 
Special Correspondent. The attack, 
into a four-day 
battle, was made at Zhizdra, forty 
miles north of DPryansk. It is 
claimed that the Germans left 5,500 
dead and thet the Russians are con- 
tinuing their march on Smolensk. 

The correspondent, describing the 
battle, says that on the first 
day the main task of defence 
was given the Soviet artillery, which 
met the German tanks with its 
usual deadly efficiency. On the 
second day the Germans attacked 
ounce more, and were again pushed 
back. The Russians then counter- 
ettucked, and — improved their 
positions. On the third day the 
Germans rallied and launched a 
strong tank and infantry blow. 
Before the attack could get properly 
under way the Russians launche:l 
their own attack and routed the 
Germans. 

Russian forces are now moving 
forward past the remnants of the 
defeated German 11th Motorised 
Infantry Regiment and the 5,500 
German dead left on the Zhizdra 
battlefield. 


BEFORE MOSCOW 

The Soviet Command has massed 
extremely powerful forces on a huge 
are before Moscow, stretching from 
Orel to Velikie Luki. Everything 
indicates that German plans to. out- 
flank this are will. not succeed, 
though some very heavy fighting 
must be expected. 


GERMAN REPORTS 


German radio said last night that 
very heavy defensive fighting was 
in progress south-west of Vyazma, 
where a German division, formerly at 
Rzhev, has been ‘“‘relentlessly at- 
tacked for four days.” : 

German radio also said: ‘* The 
winter battle for Orel is ended.’’ 
German resistance west of Kursk, 
the radio added, had made it pos- 
sible to close the gap created some 
time ago north-west of the town in 
the area of Vnissevski. Infantry and 
tank counter-attacks had thrown’ the 
Russians back, and on March 20 a 
firm link was established between 
this sector and the sector of Orel. 


SOVIET COMMUNIQUE 

The supplement to the Russian 
midnight communiqué stated ;— 

‘‘Germans crossed the northern 
Donetz, east of Byelgorod, and cap- 
tured one inhabited place, but were 
thrown back across the river in a 
counter-attack, 

“North of Zhizdra—40 miles north 
of Bryansk—as the resuit of fruit- 
less attempts to break through our 
defences, the enemy sustained serious 
losses in men and material. On this 
sector since March 19 52 German 
guns and 37 mortars were destroyed. 
The enemy lost in killed alone about 
7,000 officers and men. Our troops 
captured booty and prisoners. 

‘In the Kuban our troops, as a 
result of stubborn fighting, captured 
the district centre and large station 
of Slavyanskaya. Our men also 
occupied - several other inhabited 
localities. In fighting for Slavyan- 
skaya the enemy suffered heavy 
casualties. Booty was captured and 
is now being counted.” 
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A few of the seamen who were picked up after fourteen days in the 
boat photographed at the Missions to Sea- 
men’s Institute, Eden quay. ‘The mate, Peder Johansen Alvenes, is 
‘William E. Engvaldsen (left). 


Cork City 


Inquiry 


66 'b'x strength of the fire 


brigade is inadeguate to 
meét, the needs of the City 
of Cork. The brigade, therefore, 
should be reorganised under a new 
and experienced superintendent, 
whose first duty will be to secure 
that the entire personnel of the 
brigade is fully competent to dis- 
charge the functions assigned to 
them. | 

This is the principal conclusion 
reached by the Minister for Local 
Government and Public Health as 
a result of the sworn inquiry last 
May in Cork, held as a sequel to 
the destructive fire in which Messrs. 
A. Grant and Company’s Grand 
Parade premises and adjacent pro- 
perty were destroyed in March, 1942. 
The report, in the form of a letter 
from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment to the Lord Mayor (Alderman 
R. §. Anthony), came before the 
Cork Corporation last night. 

The Minister’s conclusions indicate 
that an ample water supply at a 
sufficient pressure “was available, 
but the fire brigade failed to make 
proper use of it. ‘The Minister also 
concludes. that the fire brigade 
showed inefficiency in the general 
conduct of its personnel and in the 
management of certain machines and 
equipment; that the brigade’s opera- 
tions were not controlled effectively 
by the chicf officer, and the chief 
responsibility for the failure to fight 
the fire effectively must rest on him, 
and, though to a less extent, on 
other officers at the fire. 


MANAGER BLAMED 


While holding the Chief Officer 
responsible for the ‘training and 
equipment of the Fire Brigade, the 
Minister says that the City Manager 
ought to have satisfied himself that 
the brigade was being maintained in 
a proper state of efficiency. The 
absence of a proper liaison between 
the Fire Brigade and the Corporation 
Waterworks Department, and the 
failure to notify those in charge of 
the gas and electricity services, are 
also noted with dissatisfaction. Pro- 
ceeding, the Minister states: ‘‘ Chief 
Officer Monaghan is not competent to 
fill the post. of Chief Officer of the 
Cork Fire Brigade,” but urges that 
under the reorganisation scheme the 
Chief Officer should be retained in a 
subordinate rank. Failure to use 
the city water supply to proper 
advantage in the first instance is 
attributed ‘‘to the incompetence of 
Turncock Buckley.” The Minister 
adds that consideration should be 
given to the construction of a new 
central Fire Brigade station; a turn- 
table escape should be obtaincg) as 
soon as conditions permit; a new 
hydrant survey should be undertaken 
and regular tests of all hydrants 
should be made. 

The Department’s letter referring 
to the private inquiry conducted by 
the then Lord Mayor (Councillor J. 
Horgan) and the members of the 
Corporation jus after the fire says: 
“The City Manager (Mr. 
Monahan) should have co-operated 
fully with the Lord Mayor and his 
committee. His failure to make 
arrangements for a verbatim report 


Fire Chief 


Resigns Following 


Report 


of the investigation of the committee 
is deserving of censure.”’ 


NEW FIRE CHIEF 


When Cork Corporation last night 
took up consideration of the result 
fof the sworn inquiry, the Lord 
Mayor (Alderman R. 8S. Anthony), 
who presided, announced that he 
had received a letter from the City 
Manager (Mr. P. Monahan) inform- 
ing the Council that the Chief Officer 
of the Fire Brigade had tendered 
his resignation from that position, 
and on the recommendation of the 
Minister for Defence, the City 
Manager had appointed Captain 
Thomas Elliot to be Chief Cicer. at 
a salary of £600 per ann.ia, with 
a car allowance of £60 per annum. 
Pending a permanent appointment, 
the City Manager's letter added, 
‘“‘it is proposed to consider with 
Captain Elliott how Mr, Monaghan 
can most advantageously be retained 
in the service as directed by the 
Minister for Local Government and 
Public Health. 

The Council unanimously agreed 
to accept the findings of the 
Minister, which were then read 
aloud by the Lord Mayor. 

In the discussion which followed, 
Mr. John Horgan, who was Lord 
Mayor when the fire occurred, said 
the men of the brigade” were 
splendid men, badly trained, but if 
well trained would be the nucleus 
of a first-class brigade. 

Mr. D. G. Buckley said that the 
brigade personnel was of inadequate 
strength, and the person to blame 
was’ the City Manager. 

In further discussion the Lord 
Mayor said he did not want to see 
the Fire Chief blamed for every- 
thing. If he was the dud some 
people made out the Minister would 
not have directed that he be 
retained in a subordinate capacity. 

Mr. J. O’Brien said that, in 
spite of the dangers of bombing, 
invesion and so on, the city had 
been left for nearly a year in the 
apparently defenceless position indi- 
cated hy the report, “an the Depart- 
ment had to answer for that. . 

Moving the adjournment of 
further discussion to a committee 
of the whole Council next week, 
the Lord Mayor spoke of the 
advisability of having a watchman 
or .caretaker on large premises in 
view of the danger from fire. Sug- 
gestions were made that the Minister 
be called on to issue the actual 
report of Mi. Bloomer, who held 
the inquiry’ as distinct from the 
Minister’s comments thereon. 


Grocers to Confer 
on Butter Price 


Members of the Retail Grocers’ 
Association in Dublin and the pro- 
vinces, who have been negotiating 
with the Department of Supplies for 
an increase of ld. per lb. in their 
profit margin on sales of butter, have 
arranged a meeting of the trade on 
Friday night next to discuss the 
existing price control system. 

The Association, meantime, is 
awaiting the reply of the Department 
of Supplies to their application for 
an increased profit. 
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